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September 2015 Newsletter V-Il - Issue I

    
WELCOME BACKé 

Hope you have all had a wonderful restful and enjoyable summer and 

somewhere in that time perhaps you had a chance to work on minis or 

at least dream about making some.   

I know that I am look ing forward to the upcoming year to participate on 

some new workshops, new ideas and enjoy the company of all our club 

members.  

As you may recall our September workshop is ñfeltingò which a lot of 

members have been asking about.  

Here are a few links to so me easy felting projects which may be helpful 

to review prior to the meeting on Sept 27 th .  

 

http://miniatures.about.com/od/makeminiatureanimals/ss/M ake -Scale -

Miniature -Felted -Dogs.htm  

 

http://amongsttheoaks.blogspot.ca/2008/03/needle - felting - tutorial.html  

 

On the upcoming Newsletter I hope to be able to list some of the 

upcoming workshops by month.   

 

Also I am happy to report that the Gypsy Wagon and Peddlerôs carts 

were ordered and have been shipped.  A list of people and their 

individual orders will be emailed.  

Canôt wait to share and participate at each meetingé 

.fatima  

   

 

Meetings 
 Sept. 27th and October 25th  

 

Deadline for October Newsletter 
Submissions Oct. 16th 
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Photo courtesy of the 
late Lesley Shepherd 
ŦǊƻƳ ά!ōƻǳǘΦŎƻƳέ. 
[ŜǎƭŜȅΩǎ  ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ 
input to the miniature 
community will be 
ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ƳƛǎǎŜŘΦέ 
Thank you! 

http://miniatures.about.com/od/makeminiatureanimals/ss/Make-Scale-Miniature-Felted-Dogs.htm
http://miniatures.about.com/od/makeminiatureanimals/ss/Make-Scale-Miniature-Felted-Dogs.htm
http://amongsttheoaks.blogspot.ca/2008/03/needle-felting-tutorial.html
http://amongsttheoaks.blogspot.ca/2008/03/needle-felting-tutorial.html
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Section 1 ς Club Members Introductions 
 

Pam McDonald - member 
1 ï How long have you been doing miniatures and what or who got you started?  -  Iôve 

always liked little things.  When I was 13 I was given a tiny set of Shakespeare plays 

that had belonged to my great-grandfather, and began collecting miniature books.  In the 

late 1970s I found a book on Dollhouse Miniatures at the University of Washington 

bookstore and shortly after discovered a miniature store in Seattle called Mr. 

Peepers.   Fortunately for me my mother shared my interest and together we made 

regular trips to Seattle to shop for miniatures and attend the Seattle Dollhouse Miniature 

Show. 

2 ïWhat scale(s) do you work in?  -  I have a couple of 1/12th scale room boxes in 

progress, but work mostly in ¼ inch scale. 

3 ï Do you have a dollhouse or do you work with room boxes, vignettes or?  -   There are two 1/12th dollhouses 

sitting my basement, destined to remain partially finished until they find a new home.  I have lots of ¼ scale 

houses and room boxes (working in small scales has its advantages!) 

4 ï Do you have a favourite theme, colour or inspiration? - Nope.  When an entire house fits on a bookshelf you 

can afford the luxury of dabbling in many different styles. 

5 ï How did you find the club and how long have you been a member?  -  I heard about the club many years ago, 

at one of the early shows, but wasnôt able to make it to the meetings until two years ago. 

6 ï Positions held in the club both past and present. -  None.  Well, I am actually Loriôs backup for secretary, but 

since she makes all the meetings this hasnôt been a very demanding post. 

7 ï Do you have any other hobbies besides miniatures?  -  I collect miniature books and enjoy kayaking and 

walking/hiking forest trails. 

8 ï Are you a finisher or a dreamer?  -  Definitely a dreamer.  I spend much more time thinking about what I 

would like to do than actually building anything.  However, I belong to some on-line miniature groups and 

following what the other members are doing has motivated me to complete a couple of projects recently. 

 
 

Sherry Grant - Member 
1 ï How long have you been doing miniatures and what or who got you started?  

      3 months, Mary Anne 

2 ï What scale(s) do you work in? - Any just new at this  

3 ï Do you have a dollhouse or do you work with room boxes, vignettes or?  

      Just starting  

4 ï Do you have a favourite theme, colour or inspiration? - My favorite colour is  

      periwinkle blue. Theme Victorian. I am just inspired by    people.  

5 ï How did you find the club and how long have you been a member?   

       Love it, 3 months  

6 ï Positions held in the club both past and present. - Not yet (this is Joanneôs answer lol) but Sherry graciously  

      volunteered to organize tea and coffee for us, thank you Sherry 

7 ï Do you have any other hobbies besides miniatures? ï Crochet, painting  

8 ï Are you a finisher or a dreamer? - Finisher  

 

 

JUNE ς CLUB MEETING ACTIVITIES 
WǳƴŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƻƴ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ȅǳƳƳȅ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ CǊŜŘΩǎ ǘǿƻ ǇǳƴŎƘŜs.   
! ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŦǳƴΧΦƛŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǎŜƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ 
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Itôs all about the People ï by  Marta G.  
 

Many club members have commented that I obviously enjoy incorporating people into my mini -scenarios, 

but I hadnôt really thought about the fact that every miniature project Iôve ever done has had a doll or dolls 

in it. I óve finished a dozen miniature room boxes, completed two smaller club challenges, and redecorated 

my old dollhouse 3 times before sending it off to a good home. Thatôs a lot of dolls! I just did a rough count 

and came up with 41, not counting a little cheap plastic quarter inch scale family of six which barely 

qualifies. Then, there are the dollsô dolls. I have about 21 of those tiny figures. Obviously, I really like dolls. 

I  think, for me, the scenes I create are simply backdrops, albeit often very detailed ones, for the action the 

people in them are involved in. Most of the figures Iôve used are doing something, not just standing or 

sitting in the scene. I try to use the fig ures to bring life, liveliness, and often humour, to my miniature 

creations.  

I know what many of you are probably thinking, ñHuh, how silly! I would never put dolls in my miniature 

projects. I donôt even like dolls.ò As Iôve gotten to know more and more about miniaturists through the club 

and on -line, Iôve realized that there are very definitely two schools of thought on the doll question. This 

doesnôt mean that everyone who incorporates figures in their scenes includes them in every scene. I may be 

an ext reme case. However, there are definitely many, many extremely accomplished miniaturists who never, 

ever, include people in their work; cats and dogs perhaps, but no people.  

An interesting argument against adding figures that Iôve heard on more than one occasion is that the 

miniaturist has created the scene for herself and likes to imagine that she is the one spending time there. 

Some feel the scene appears more realistic without dolls because the dolls are unrealistic looking. Others 

say theyôd like to use dolls, but that it can be very difficult to find authentic looking, attractive, reasonably 

priced dolls. True!  

Inexpensive dolls can be quite awful looking, and not in an interesting way. Even the better looking lower 

priced ones may be very stiff appeari ng, or not posable at all. These dolls, often manufactured in China, 

may have hands that look more like mittens than fingers, silly looking molded shoes on their feet, and 

clothes that do not fit properly. Their hair may be very cheap looking. They may be made completely from 

resin, frozen into position, with their clothes and hair molded on. Still, I think if you search long and hard, 

you may find some very inexpensive figures that will work in your projects. There are many examples of 

dolls costing about $10 -$15 each that I have incorporated into my projects. This is a compromise of course. 

Iôd love to use only the very best dolls available worldwide, but my budget would never allow for that and so 

Iôve made a game of finding ways to use what I can afford. I often fill the scene with inexpensive figures 

and feature one better doll front and centre. There are also ways to make the bargain dolls work better for 

you. I find it helps to have them hold something in those mitten hands or to hide the hands complet ely. You 

can also put a cap or hat over their hair if itôs really fake looking. You can modify or change their clothes. 

Dressing dolls is not my strong point so I usually have to use an awful lot of glue! You can hide their feet 

under a long skirt or behin d something in the scene, or you can even remove their feet and substitute 

something you like better. I traumatized my motherôs next door neighbour, who is clearly not a kit bashing 

miniaturist type, by ripping off a cheap gardener dollôs lower legs right before her horrified eyes. I 

substituted bendy pipe cleaners and resin work boots for his lower extremities so that he could kneel in the 

garden beds and do his work. He looked tons better without those silly girly feet. I used the amputated 

limbs to make vintage looking prostheses to hang on the wall in my Attic Room Box. Good thing she never 

saw those!  

If you have a bit more money to spend, perhaps about $50, you can consider ordering artist -made heads, 

hands and feet and creating your dolls with the old pipe cleaner trick. Just hide the pipe cleaners under 

some simple clothes and youôve got a really posable doll. The next step up is to purchase dolls made by 

artists using moulds. These can be bought dressed, often for about $100 -$120 for a 5 -6 inch doll, less for a 

child -size doll. You can also often buy them undressed for you to do yourself. See glue comment above or 

ask Lois for a few tips. Finally, if youôre very wealthy or want to really splurge, you can order amazing one-

of -a-kind artist creations. Th ey start at about $350 -$500 and go up from there. I havenôt ever dared, but Iôd 

love to.    

List of On - Line Sources for Miniature Dolls  

¶ http://www.thelittledollhousecompany.com  (ñThe Little Dollhouse Companyò, Toronto) 

¶ http://www.miniatures.com  (USA)  

¶ http://www.miniaturesmarketplace.com  (USA)  

¶ http://miniland.ca  (ñVictoria Minilandò, Vancouver Island) 

¶ http://sandycalderon.com  (USA)  

¶ https://dollhouse - miniatures - canada.com  (ñOut of the Ordinaryò, Toronto) 

¶ http://miniaturecottage.com/shop  (USA)  

http://www.thelittledollhousecompany.com/
http://www.miniatures.com/
http://www.miniaturesmarketplace.com/
http://miniland.ca/
http://sandycalderon.com/
https://dollhouse-miniatures-canada.com/
http://miniaturecottage.com/shop
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Beautiful Doll moulded, painted 

and dressed by Heidi Ott  

 

 
Disguising Mitten Hands  

 

 
Dress Doll Yourself with 

Purchased Clothes. Doll 

moulded and painted  

by Heidi Ott  

 

 
Glamorous  Doll moulded, painted 

and dressed by Cindy Cook  

 

 
Goodlooking Character Doll 

moulded, painted and dressed by 

Patsy Thomas  

 

 
Hiding Mitten Hands  

 

 
Inexpensive Resin Figure  

Made in China  

 

 

 
Make Your Own Clothes and Pip e 

Cleaner Limbs. Head and hands 

m oulded and painted  

by Sandy Calderon  

 

 

 
Vintage 1930s Dolls  
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ZinaΩǎ prƻƧŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ŀǳƴǘΧΦ 
Here are some photos of the miniatures me and my aunt made in Hong Kong. Its a small coffee bar. It's not 
finished yet but some photos for fun if you need something to put in the newsletter :) 

      
 

      
 
That miniature Coffee Bar is a set. My aunt bought it in Hong Kong and I helped her put it together. It pretty 
much had most of the pieces and I just needed to glue it together. It lights up with LED lights made into candles 
and wall light. Most materials are wood pieces and plastic beads and other random pieces put together. It took 
me around a week to finish. It was a mini fun project.  :) 
 

Good, Better, Best.  Never let it rest, until your good is better than your best (Unknown author) 

 

Razor holder challenge  - if y ou took the challenge donôt forget to bring them in for show 
and tell.   
Also éif you have a challengeéI would love to place your challenge in our Newsletter .    
 

http://hotbar.com/Scripts/Utils/ShineDirect.asp?requestor=fun1
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 Tips & Tricks 
 By -  Lynn Elkins Soderlund   -  Facebook ï  

 Hard to toss anything, Dollarstore mat  -  now it's a new floor . 

         
 

Little Bits & Pieces by Julien ï facebook  

Tip for today... Make a tab from masking t ape to use as a 'handle' when painting or varnishing pieces of 

wood. This is particularly useful if you need to paint around the lip of the underside to use as a table or unit 

top. The tape will also act as a prop when you place your wood to dry.  

 

     
 
TIP:  

Lee Lansdown You never want to use any furniture polish on ANYTHING that you might want  to refinish 

and/or get glue to work on. Many of the furniture polishes have silicone so they will shine nice and bright. 

BUT the silicone gets into the pores of the wood and unless you sand deep enough to remove it all, you will 

have problems getting stai n and/or varnishes to produce a nice even finish.  
 

       

- From Fresh air packaging ǘƻ CƛǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴΧΦΦ(source unknown) 

Brilliant idea:  saw this on 
one of my Facebook 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ǇƻǎǘΦ  {ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
WŜŀƴƴƛŜ [ƛƴŘǉǳŜǎǘΩǎ ƛŘŜŀ 
and she uses it when she 
does workshops. Rolls 
corrugated cardboard into 
a roll and used it to hold 
flower stems as she works 
ƻƴ ƛǘΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ƛǘΩs her 
idea  

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1109919689025048&set=pcb.513291008825424&type=1&relevant_count=2
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1109919825691701&set=pcb.513291008825424&type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/LittleBitsAndPiecesByJulie/photos/pcb.890366467683850/890366314350532/?type=1
https://www.facebook.com/LittleBitsAndPiecesByJulie/photos/pcb.890366467683850/890366321017198/?type=1
https://www.facebook.com/LittleBitsAndPiecesByJulie/photos/pcb.890366467683850/890366331017197/?type=1
https://www.facebook.com/llansdown1?fref=ufi
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CRAFT KNIVES ETCé..   
 

I came across this site that has everything you want to know about craft knives,  blades, changing blades, 

cutting mats, straight edges and cutting. If you click on the orange words you can print out your own 

cutting practice sheet.   

http://www.smallhousemodels.com/exactokni ves/  

 

Before you use your practice sheet take time to learn the ñzenò of cutting from Karin Corbin, reprinted from 

a posting with Karinôs permission of course. 

 

ñI have a friend, Renee Delaney of Miss Lavender's Memories who makes incredibly intricate 1:12 scale 

replicas of the French and German styled Children's dolls of the 1800's and early 1900's era. I of course felt 

like a clumsy oaf compared to what she is able to do with the intricate materials so I asked her for advice 

on how it is done. Here is wh at she said to me: Move your hands smoothly as if they were sliding on ball 

bearings.  

 

Now that might seem  odd  but it is a hand movement technique that you can practice even when not making 

objects. It is rather like seeing the beautiful hand movements in  some of the dances of the Asian Cultures or 

in Ballet. Work to develop a steady glide with no abrupt movements of your hands. So graceful, floating like 

a feather in still air or the look of gliding across water without creating a ripple. If you put in so me practice 

time on moving your hands that way you will develop a brain to muscle memory pattern that has superb 

control. Then that will always be there to draw upon at will when you work on your projects. It has proved 

to be very excellent advice, my move ments quickly smoothed out and allowed me to do more intricate work 

that I could previously. So everyday do a little hand dancing practice, glide, dip, glide, turn as softly, gently 

and gracefully as a Geisha. Do it with your individual fingers as well as your whole hand and your arm. 

Pretend you are painting a straight line, then a curve or sewing delicate lace.   It is rather fun to do and is a 

great warm up for a miniature club activity or a class. It is also a very calming activity when you are feeling 

stressed.  

 

How we move our bodies while doing tasks is something we need to be very conscious of when working. 

Most especially true when learning  a new skill.  

While someone can tell you in writing how to do something it is even better if you can watch it be ing done 

by a master of the craft. If you want to learn quickly don't just focus on what the results are, watch their 

hands and their body as they are working to see exactly how they move and how the tools are being held. 

What is their grip on the tools, w hat angle are their arms in relationship to the hands and the tool. Even use 

your ears to listen to the sounds being made by the tools upon the materials. Those sounds will relate to 

pressure applied and also speed of the movement. Try to exactly reproduce  the sound if you can. If you 

don't use all of your senses and fully observe then like most students you will be a rather slow learner. The 

fast learners are the ones who are watching everything, not just the part being worked on, and who are 

listening for  more than just the words.ò 

 

Karin Corbin  

Check out Karinôs blog at  http://karincorbin.blogspot.ca/  and see her very tiny glitter house kits that she 

sells on Etsy. She is one very talented lady and a wealth  of information.   ï submitted by Joanne B.  

          
YŜŜǇ ŀƴ ŜȅŜ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƳΧ   

 
  

Left ï 2 litre pop bottles to store 
rolls of tape, ribbon etcé keep 

them tidy.      (Right)  These are 
tiny sanding sticks which can be 

found with the model airplane/car 
supplie s at some craft stores.  They 
come in two grits one on each side 

and they fit perfectly into small 
spots like the slots on a precut 

dollhouse kit.   

Christine H. .Facebook -- -  

 
{ŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǎǘƛŎƪǎΧ 

http://www.smallhousemodels.com/exactoknives/
http://karincorbin.blogspot.ca/
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REAL ESTATE: As we have had a couple of requests through our website for help in selling dollhouses we 

thought it may be a good i dea to do  this as it may be a good way to put members in touch with people who 

have dollhous es for sale locally as well as help those who have a dollhouse and need to part with it for 

various reasons.  This is strictly for information only and any further communication is to be done directly 

with the seller of the houses represented here.  
 

 House #1 

  

 

 

I have a dollhouse that I plan to sell on Craigslist but, before doing that, I thought someone in 
your club might be interested.   The dollhouse is 48 inches long, 25 inches deep and 36 inc hes 
high (height not including the removable roof turret).   I will be asking $400 for it (furniture and 

dolls not included -  as I would sell these separately).   The lighting is round wire, and most of the 
rooms are lighted by one small bulb (like an old - fashioned Christmas tree light bulb).   However, 

the shingles were all falling off (as if the glue had dried up), and I remember that she'd had it for 
a long time. I re -shingled the roof and painted the house's exterior, so it's looking much better 

than when I bought it.  The furniture and dolls are also for sale, but I have no idea how I'll go 
about selling them.    Contact -  Margaret ï margaret@telus.net   
 

House #2 

 

 

 

 

 

   
       Click on thumbnails                                 

   

My Mum was one of the founders of the Calgary miniature club and wrote quite a few articles for 
The Nutshell magazine.   Dad built at least a dozen houses for other miniaturists all based on their 

childhood family homes.   Iôm willing to take reasonable offers.   
If you look closely at the taps in the kitchen youôll see that they are actually made from parts of  

screw -on earrings. M y Mum invented that little detail back in the late 70ôs, she was very clever. All 
the kitchen cupboards are stuffed with various cans and boxes etc. The house is built to 1/12 
scale and measures 42½ inches wide x 37 inches tall  x 27 inches deep.   Thanks for any help you 

can give.   Itôs a shame to have to part with these things but there comes a time when it is 
necessary .    -     Contact -   Sharon -  mailto:rswhiteley@shaw.ca  
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